History of Mexico

The Writing Systems of Mesoamerica

\

Glottographic - Writing with Words Semasiography - Writing with Signs

Writing in which the signs are attached to Non-phonetic signs that represent a
necessary forms of speech. They are concept or meaning. Sematograms (signs)
(usually) arranged in a linear sequence may be arranged in any conventional way.
corresponding to sounds in speech.

Logography Phonography

The signs (logogram) represent The signs (phonogram) have a
words but do not have a phonetic phonetic element and represent
value attached to them. They are sounds. They are not semantically
semantically meaningful. meaningful on their own.

Syllabography Alphabetic Writing

The signs (syllabograms) represent The signs (alphabet) represent
syllables. elements of speech smaller than
syllables.




